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General  Statistics 


Area  (in  acres)  54 >858 

Estimated  Mid-year  Population  6,120 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  2,108 

Rateable  Value  £94>545 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  rate  £355.13#6d. 


MONMOUTH  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


To  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Rural  District  of  Monmouth 


Shaftesbury  House, 
Monnow  Street, 
Monmouth* 

4th  January,  1968. 


Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  the  Annual  Report  on  the 
Health  and  Sanitary  Conditions  of  your  District  for  the  year  ended  31st 
December,  1966. 

The  health  of  the  district  continues  to  be  satisfactory. 

I would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  Mr.  Thomas  for 
his  help  and  co-operation. 

I remain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
iii  • i'i . DOWELL . 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICS 


The  estimated  mid-year  population  was  6,120.  In  1950  it  was  6,070. 

The  natural  increase,  i.e.  the  figure  by  which  the  number  of  births  exceeds 
the  number  of  deaths,  was  10. 


Births. 


Live  Births.  Males . Females.  Total. 

Legitimate  39  36  75 

Illegitimate  2 13 

Of  the  above  only  10  were  registered  with  the  local  Registrar. 

The  highest  number  of  births  recorded  since  1950  was  102  in  1954  and  the 
lowest  was  76  in  I960. 

The  live  birth  rate  per  1000  of  population  for  Monmouthshire  was  17.88. 

Still  Births.  Males.  Fcmalos.  Total. 

Illegitimate.  1 - 1. 

The  following  are  details  of  the  transferable  still-birth  as  supplied 
by  the  Registrar  General :- 

(i)  Male.  Ia.  Foetal  asphyxia. 

b.  Pre-eclamptic  toxaemia. 

There  were  no  still-births  in  1957,  1964  and  1965. 

In  I960  there  were  three  stillbirths. 


Deaths  of  Infants 

under  1 year  of  age.  Males. 


Infant  Mortality. 


Females . 


Total. 


Legitimate.  1.  - 1. 

The  age  at  and  cause  of  death  of  the  above  was  as  follows s- 

(i)  Male.  15  hours.  Ia.  Prematurity. 

There  we re  no  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  in  1953,  1957  and  1965. 
There  were  4 deaths  in  1956. 


Deaths . 


Deaths.  Males.  Females.  Total. 

36  32  68 
There  were  57  deaths  in  1957  and  96  in  1951. 

There  were  3 deaths  attributed  to  malignant  disease  of  lung  in  1956. 

The  death  rate  per  1000  of  population  for  Monmouthshire  was  13.59. 

The  following  table  gives  a classification  of  the  cause  of  death  and  the 
number  attributed  to  each  cause j- 
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Deaths  1966 


Cause  of  Death. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 
Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 
Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 
Diabetes 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

Other  heart  disease 

Other  circulatory  disease 

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 
Congenital  malformations 
Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 
Motor  vehicle  accidents 

TOTAL  all  causes 


Males. 

2 

3 

3 

7 

8 
1 
2 
3 
3 
1 

3 

36 


Females . 

3 

1 

6 

5 

6 
3 

1 

3 

1 

2 

1 

32 
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General  Epidemiology 


Diphtheria. 

For  fifteen  consecutive  years,  no  case  has  been  notified. 
Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

During  the  year,  39  children  were  immunised  against  diphtheria. 

In  1965  the  number  of  immunisations  was  68. 

Of  the  number  immunised,  23  were  babies  born  in  1966  and  44  were 
born  in  1965. 

Vaccinations  (smallpox). 

The  number  of  primary  vaccinations  completed  was  59.  This  was  a 
slight  increase  of  the  1965  number  which  was  43. 

Poliomyelitis. 

For  nine  consecutive  years,  no  case  has  been  notified. 

In  the  last  fourteen  years,  only  two  cases  have  been  notified  and 
these  occurred  in  1955  and  1957. 

As  in  previous  years,  the  Mobile  Infant  Clinic  visited  the  Rural 
District  offering  vaccinations. 

Food  Poisoning. 

No  cases  were  notified. 

Dysentery. 

One  case  was  notified,  occurring  in  a male  age  5 years.  Faecal 
specimens  from  family  contacts  were  negative. 

Tuberculosis . 


A male  age  69  years  was  notified  as  suffering  from  pulmonary 
tuberculosis. 

This  was  the  only  primary  notification. 

In  1952  there  were  10  notifications. 

Public  Health  (Leprosy)  Regulations  1966 . 

Copies  of  the  above  Regulations  were  sent  to  the  local  doctors. 
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SANITARY  CONDIT IONS  OF  THE  AREA . 


WATER. 


There  was  no  acute  shortage  of  water  during  the  year  under  review 
but  some  pressure  was  experienced  in  maintaining  supply  and  many  members 
of  the  public  using  dip  wells  and  shallow-seated  springs  in  the  northern 
area  experienced  a shortage  during  the  latter  end  of  the  year.  67  samples 
were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination  of  raw  and  treated  waters  and 
basically  all  proved  satisfactory  in  standard. 

Further  complaints  were  received  during  the  year  with  regard  to  the 
Llandogo  water  supply  which  is  acidic  and  which  the  Council  have  power 
under  byelaws  to  prohibit  the  use  of  lead  piping  on  domestic  supplies. 

Members  of  the  public  complained  that  copper  and  aluminium  fittings  were 
being  attacked  and  the  Council’s  Water  Department  have  the  situation  under 
review  and  the  advice  of  the  South  East  Monmouthshire  Water  Board  was  taken. 

At  the  time  of  writing  this  report,  the  Council’s  Consulting  Engineers  have 
in  hand  the  preparation  of  a scheme  for  increased  storage  capacity  and  for 
the  treatment  of  water  to  counteract  its  acidic  properties.  The  bulk  of  the 
Council's  mains  water  is  supplied  from  the  Ffynnon  Gaer  and  Wayne  Springs 
supplemented  by  a supply  at  Llandenny  from  the  Pontypool  R.D.C.  Raglan  is 
supplied  in  bulk  from  the  Abergavenny  R.D.C.  mains  and  until  the  advent  of 
the  Northern  Area  scheme  most  properties  in  this  area  will  experience  shortage 
difficulties  from  time  to  time. 

During  the  year  laboratory  facilities  were  available  at  Newport  and 
Hereford  and  these  laboratories  also  performed  any  investigation  required  for 
the  control  of  Infectious  Diseases. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE . 

The  year  saw  the  extensions  to  Raglan  works  approaching  completion  and 
all  pail  closets  in  the  village  have  now  been  converted  to  water-borne  sewerage 
systems. 

During  the  year  proposals  for  sewering  Llandogo  and  Mitchel  Troy  have  been 
supplied  by  the  Council's  Consulting  Engineers  end  these  schemes  will  move  forward 
when  acquisition  of  land  for  pumphouse  sites,  etc.  is  finalised. 

All  new  buildings  erected  during  the  year  within  the  rural  area  are  served 
by  septic  tank  systems  and  even  with  new  installations  problems  are  being 
experienced  with  the  disposal  of  effluent  in  a satisfactory  manner,  areas 
having  a clay  or  marl  sub-soil  presenting  the  biggest  problems. 

The  Council  scheme  for  emptying  septic  tanks  and  cesspits  still  operates 
and  further  use  is  being  made  of  this  service  by  ratepayers  within  the  district. 
The  number  of  visits  made  by  the  Public  Health  Inspector  in  connection  with 
drainage  work  was  392. 

SMOKE  ABATEMElfl . 

No  action  was  found  necessary  during  the  year. 
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RAG  FLOCK  & OTHER  BILLING  HATE  IALS  ACT  1951. 


There  are  no  registered  premises  in  the  area. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION  ARP  PUBLIC  CLEANSING . 

On  the  1st  April  the  Council  put  into  operation  its  direct  labour 
collection  scheme.  The  district  is  now  served  with  a fortnightly 
collection  with  Raglan  village  and  immediate  surroundings  being  served 
weekly.  The  service  has  met  with  the  wholehearted  appreciation  of  the 
Rural  District’s  ratepayers  and  several  letters  of  appreciation  were 
received  by  the  Department  following  its  inception.  Tipping  is  of  the 
seni-controlled  type  in  disused  quarries  and  low-lying  areas  but  better 
tipping  maintenance  was  achieved  during  the  latter  half  of  the  year 
through  the  direct  labour  bei„.g  available  for  maintenance  purposes. 

Both  remaining  tips  at  Trelleck  and  Raglan  were  treated  regularly  for 
rodent  infestation  and  surface  dressings  to  prevent  fly  nuisance  had  to 
be  resorted  to  on  several  occasions  during  the  year.  This  was  largely  due 
to  the  increased  amount  of  vegetable  wa.ste  now  found  in  the  refuse  collection 
service  and  to  the  general  nationwide  trend  of  the  composition  of  household 
garbage.  The  Hendre  tip  has  been  sealed  off  and  covered  with  a sealing  layer 
of  top-soil  but  additional  work  will  be  necessary  on  its  final  re-instatement 
to  comply  with  the  terms  of  our  Lease. 

The  problem  of  finding  alternative  tips  still  remains  largely  unsolved 
but  negotiations  are  in  hand  for  two  further  sites  in  the  northern  part  of 
the  district.  The  area  south  of  the  A. 40  still  presents  difficulties. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

The  sanitary  inspection  of  the  area  was  undertaken  by  the  Public  Health 
Inspector,  Mr.  P.  A.  Thomas.  At  this  juncture  I must  state  I am  indebted 
to  the  Public  Health  Inspector  for  the  figures  and  details  of  his  work 
contained  in  this  report.  The  information  has  proved  most  useful  in  the 
preparation  of  this  report. 

Nuisances. 


Number  of  complaints  received  53 

Number  of  complaints  investigated  53 

Number  of  premises  inspected  30 

Number  of  premises  revisited  30 

Number  of  Preliminary  notices  served  9 

for  (a)  Structural  defects  7 

(b)  Sanitary  defects  2 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served 


Result  of  Notices  served 

Number  completed  9 

Number  ill  hand  of  builder 


Offensive  Trades . 


There  are  no  offensive  trades  in  the  district. 

6. 


Common  Lodging  Houses. 


There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  in  the  district. 

Licensed  Premises. 

Number  of  Licensed  premises  26 

Number  of  visits  to  such  premises  7 

Particular  attention  was  given  to  the  provision  of  sufficient  and 
suitable  sanitary  accommodation  and  proper  washing  facilities. 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963. 

There  vac  ono  new  premises  registered  during  the  year  and  the 
enforcement  of  this  Act  has  not  been  proceeded  with  due  to  lack  of 
time  available.  Visits  made  were  not  routine  but  formed 'part  of  a visit 
for  another  reason. 


Total  No. 

on  Register, 

. No. 

of  inspections 

Offices 

2 ] 

1 

Retail  shops 

11  \ 

1 

Wholesale  Shops,  warehouses 

1 

12 

Catering  establishments 

7 ] 

1 

Fuel  storage  depots 

1 

Factories 

Number  of  factories  on  register 

8 

Number  of  inspections  made 

8 

Outworkers. 

There  are  2 registered  outworker 

premises  now 

in  the 

district.  One 

person  makes  wearing  apparel,  the  second  does  hand 

oil 

painting  on 

household  linen.  Both  premises  have  been  inspected  regularly. 

Caravan  Licences. 

Under  the  provision  of  the  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development 
Act  the  position  is  as  follows 

Humber  of  sites  licensed  permanently  0 

Number  of  sites  with  limited  period  1 

Total  number  of  caravans  authorised  24 

Various  areas  in  the  district  are  now  being  put  to  heavy  use  by 
exempted  organised  bodies  for  camping  purposes.  The  number  of  tents  etc. 
on  the  sites  varies  considerably  from  premises  to  premises.  The  largest 
camp  is  that  of  the  Girl  Guides  at  The  Hendre  when  30  tents  were  erected. 

More  end  more  casual  use  is  being  made  of  fields  adjoining  our  main  trunk 
roads  for  overnight  stops  while  going  towards  the  seaside  areas  of  West  Wales 
and  on  several  occasions  illicit  camping  has  caused  considerable  nuisance 
with  the  debris  left  behind.  The  co-operation  of  the  Police  is  always  readily 
available  in  times  of  difficulty. 
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Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act  1949 


Number  of  Premises  inspected  as  a result  of  36 

notification  or  otherwise 

Number  of  properties  found  to  be  infested  36 

There  were  no  properties  seriously  infested 
Number  of  Infested  Properties  treated  by 

Local  Authority  7 

Number  of  notices  served  in  respect  of  treatment  Nil 


Rodent  control  was  carried  out  by  direct  labour  to  the 
Council’s  refuse  tips.  2 sewer  treatments  were  carried 
out  to  Raglan  works  during  the  year  under  review  and  on 
both  occasions  a complete  nil  take  was  recorded. 

Pet  Animals  Act.  1951. 

Number  of  licensed  pet  shops  Nil 

Animal  Boarding  Establishment  Act,  1963 

Number  of  kennels  licensed  2 

Number  of  inspections  5 

Housing  Heeds.  Applicants  for  Council  Houses . 

There  was  a steady  demand  still  for  Council  house  accommodation,  the 
heaviest  demands  still  being  for  houses  adjoining  'bus  routes.  Re-housing 
applications  are  still  being  received  from  O.A.P's  and  during  the  year  a 
scheme  of  Old  Persons  flatlets  was  started  on  the  Nonas tow  Road  in  conjunction 
with  Monmouth  Borough  Council. 

Building  operations  continued  in  Raglan  and  schemes  were  put  in  hand  to 
replace  the  Land  Army  Hostel  conversion  at  Cross  Ash  and  also  for  houses  at 
MLtchel  Troy. 

Housing.  Private  Enterprise. 


Total  number  of  houses  erected  in  the  year  21 

House  Purchase  & Housing  Act,  1959. 

Number  of  houses  approved  for  Discretionary  Grants  5 

Number  of  Applications  approved  for  Standard  Grants  25 

Section  5.  Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

Number  of  registered  dairies  in  the  area  2 

Number  of  distributors  licensed  2 

Humber  of  producer/distributors  from  outside  Rural  District  1 
Number  of  producer/distributors  in  area  4 

Total  number  distributing  in  area  9 
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Record  of  Inspections 


Nunber  of  visits  to  dairies 
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Meat. 

There  are  two  slaughterhouses  in  the  area  which  are  sufficient  to 
meet  the  demands  of  the  district  and  neighbourhood.  Both  premises  have 
been  run  in  accordance  with  the  licences  issued  by  the  authority  during 
the  year  and  the  co-operation  of  both  owners  has  readily  been  available. 

The  Meat  Regulations  1963 . 

The  above  regulations  came  into  operation  on  the  1st  October,  1963. 

The  regulations  require  all  meat  to  be  inspected  and  marked  when  fit  for 
human  consumption.  Complete  inspection  had  been  carried  out  prior  to  these 
regulations  but  the  meat  marking  is  a new  innovation.  The  Council  make  no 
charges  for  meat  inspection.  100%  meat  inspection  has  been  maintained  during 
the  3rear. 

Meat  Inspections. 


Number  of  Inspections  233 

Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  and  part . 


Cattle 

excluding  Sheep 

cows  Cows  Calves  Lambs 


Number  lei  lied  217  - 2 

Number  inspected  217  - 2 

All  diseases  except  tuberculosis  and  cysticerci . 

Whole  carcases  condemned  - _ 

Carcases  of  which  some 

part  of  organ  condemned  33  — — 

% of  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis 
or  oysticerci  11.7 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned  - - 

Carcases  of  which  some 

part  or  organ  condemned  - - 


1618 
16  IS 


2 

29 


.017 


PigSi 

374 

374 


9 


.02 


1 


% of  number  inspected 
affected  with  tuberculosis 


9 


003 


Cystic err i 


Cattle . Cows.  Calves. 


Sheep 
Lambs . 


Pigs 


Carcases  of  which  some 
part  of  organ  condemned 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by  refridgeration 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned 


Total  weight  condemned  of  home  killed  in  lbs«  weight  for  T.3 . 


Whole  carcases 
Part  carcases 
Organs 

For  other  diseases 
Whole  carcases 
Part  carcases 
Organs 


45 

291  122k 

291  - - 167 1 


12k 

MI 


28k 

2# 


Other  Foods. 


Type  of  Food  Premises  No.  Inspections.  Notices.  Number  registered 

under  Sec.  16  Food 

£ Drugs  Act,  1955. 


Caf  e/Restaurant 

7 

IS 

— 

Grocers 

16 

21 

- 

Butchers 

4 

37 

— 

4 

Sweets 

11 

22 

— 

— 

Bakehouses 

1 

9 

— 

— 

Icecream  producer/retailers  - 

— 

— 

— 

Icecream  retailers 

30 

27 

•» 

30 

School  canteens 

12 

28 

- 

- 

Other  Foods  Condemned 

Number  of  tins  condemned 

) 

No  requests  were  received 

Number  of  lbs.  of  other 

foods 

condemned. ) 

during  the 

year. 

Food  Hygiene  Regulations. 

Frequent  inspections  have  been  made  of  food  premises  and  improvement 
effected  in  a number  of  premises. 

Method  of  Disposal  of  Condemned  Food. 

1.  The  Council  require  owners  of  the  slaughterhouses  to  inform  them 
where  meat  is  disposed.  Meat  is  stained  with  a green  vegetable  dye 
and  disposed  of  to  a processing  firm. 

2.  Condemned  tins  etc.  are  disposed  of  by  burying  in  the  Council  tip. 
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APPENDIX.  FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  to  1961. 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  IN  RESPECT  OF  THE 

YEAR  1966  for  the  MONMOUTH  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937. 
Part  1 of  the  Act. 


1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspector). 


Premises 

No.  on 
register. 

Inspec- 

tions. 

Written  Occupiers 
Notices.  Prosecuted, 

1.  Factories  in  which  Section  1,  2, 
3,  4 & 6 are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities 

8 

8 

2.  Factories  not  included  in  (l)  in 
which  Sec.  7 is  enforced  by 
Local  Authority 

9 

9 

3.  Other  premises  in  which  Sec.  7 is 
enforced  by  Local  Authority 
(excluding  outworkers  premises) 

Total 

17 

17 

- - 

2. 


CASES  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found. 

(if  defects  are  discovered  at  the  premises  on  two,  three  or  more  separate 

__occasions  they  should  be  reckoned  as  two,  three  or  more  cases) 

No.  of  cases  in  which  No.  of  cases  in 
defects  were  found.  which  prosecutions 
Referred  instituted. 

Found 


Remedied 


To  H.M.  By  H.M. 
Insp.  Insp« 


Want  of  cleanliness 
Overcrowding 

Unreasonable  temperature 
Inadequate  ventilation 
Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 
Sanitary  conveniences 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

Other  offences  against  the  Act 
(not  including  offences  relating 
to  out-work)  

Total 


There  are  two  outworkers  in  the  district  and  regular  inspections  were  made 
on  their  premises. 


Yours  faithfully, 


E.  N.  DOWELL, 

M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. , D.P.H., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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